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SBD RESPONDS TO GERMANY AND AUSTRIA SIGNING eCALL MoU

New report warns pan-European road safety project needs more than government support

7" June 2007

Germany and Austria agreeing to support the deployment of the eCall accident assistance system
on Tuesday is good news for the initiative but there are still many obstacles to overcome,
according to leading automotive telematics consultancy SBD.

“With Germany and Austria pledging their commitment to eCall, it
gives the European Commission a window of opportunity to take
advantage of renewed interest in the system that provides
automatic location-enhanced help for drivers that have been
involved in a collision,” said David McClure, SBD’s Director of ITS
and Telematics.

“The Commission must now reopen discussions on the technical and institutional issues
associated with the proposed pan-European eCall system,” said McClure. These issues,
specifically the business case and the use of in-car SIM cards for digital communications, are
discussed in a new SBD report, entitled The real prospects for eCall in Europe.

Nine European countries have now signed the eCall MoU. The German government’s commitment
to eCall is particularly important as it is home to many of Europe’s leading vehicle manufacturers
and is also the leading market for new cars.

Increased support from mobile phone network operators and vehicle manufacturers is still needed
for eCall deployment. SBD is concerned the Commission’s 2010 target date for deployment in all
new cars will not be achieved despite the claim by Viviane Reding, the European Commissioner
responsible for the information society, that the German decision means that implementation will
go ahead.

eCall must be changed to achieve a better balance between the needs of vehicle manufacturers,
network operators and Governments. According to SBD’s report, Governments will have to pay for
upgrades to emergency call centres and vehicle manufacturers will have to cover the cost of the in-
car equipment. ENDS
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Note to editors: -

SBD is an independent company providing specialist consultancy services in the design and
development of automotive components and systems. The company founded in 1995 has
extensive knowledge of the strategic development of vehicle systems.

Working closely with manufacturers and suppliers, SBD provides consultancy support at various
levels including: Technical Research, Strategic Planning, Program Management and Product
Development.

SBD also provides the industry with detailed market and technical reports on various technologies,
market trends and competitor analysis. The company has helped to develop many successful
systems seen in the market today and is continuing to help manufacturers implement the next
generation of systems with an emphasis on Vehicle Security and Vehicle Telematics.
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